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INCE Tos were: pleas d, ſo far, ö 
1 as with repeated Requeſts, to urge 

me, to the Publiſhing this Diſtourſe : 
T nw ſend ; it to Tou, as a Teſtimony of the 
juf# Regard I have to Tour Commands, 
and withal, as an Acknowledgment of 
Tour Frankneſs of n and * 
ſhew'd towards me. 

T he Subject Ton thought Suh, as 
dubar Tou were willing to hope, nig be 
recommend a Sobriety of Thinking and 
Speaking, touching the Things of Chri- 
ſtian Religion: A Duty always neceſſary, 


more eſpecually at what time, it may ſeem, 


= 0 


DEDICATION 


3 — — PRPY 


too great a Libertw : 15 taten to the Con- 


trary, ſo juſtly offenſive to Tour ſelf and all 
3 Chih ſtians, who have ſo in Ho- 


nour the Faith of our Lord Feſus, as the 
alone Important Truth, they think to be 
ſav” d by. That Eh, may concur with 
Tour De ſire in any Thing towards ſo ood 
an Effet, is the Wi iſh” of, 


SIR, 
Your very Oblig'd- ah 


Stafford, . Humble Servant, 
$2: £712. -- 1 


Bynns. 


I COR. 


„ 33. 


Be not deceived; Evil Communications 
corrupt good Manners. 


T is uſual with St. Paul, as here, 
ſo in other Places of his Epiſtles, 33 3 
as often as he obſerv'd ill Opini- Eph. — i | 
ons, and dangerous Tenets to ob- | 
rain, to preface what he would caution againſt, 
with a pu mares, or, Be not deceiv'd : and this he 
does the better to ſtir.up an awakening Conſide- 
ration in thoſe he ſpeaks to, for their moſt dili- 
gent heed and obſervance of what he is about to 
propoſe to them. 3 
No that, that the Apoſtle thought ſeaſonable 
for his Corinthians Obſervation at this time, in re- 
lation to the Diſcourſe of ſome among them, 
FI who had imbib'd falſe Notions touching Chriſtian 
Religion, is this Saying in my Text; Evil Commu- 
nications corrupt good Manners : As much as to ſay, 
T would have you aware, and as much as may be, 
ſhun the Converſation of all ſuch, as diſpute Firſt 
Principles in the Common Chriſtianity, or would 
Inſinuate, or bring into your Minds any New or 
Strange Notions of Religion, other than you 
have already receiv'd : For be ye aſſur'd, that there 
is as much Contagion in the Diſputings of ſerious 
Men to the begetting Errors in the Underſtand- 
ing, touching Doctrines of Faith, as there is In- 
fection in Lewd and Unſavory Diſcourſe for the 
begetting Immoral Practices 
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Either way, Evil Communications corrupt good 
Manners, i. e. tend as well to debauch the Under- 
ſtanding as pervert the Will, tend as much to the 
deſtruction of Faith, as to the ſubverting of Con- 
ſcience. | | ” 

From the Words I have read to you then, we 
may obſerve theſe Two Things: OD 

Firſt, The Special Matter inſtanc'd here, 
Evil Communications. 3 
Secondly, The Influence or Effect drawn from 


theſe ; What is it that they do ? They cor- 


Tupt good Manners. 
Frſt, For the ſpecial Matter inftanc'd here, 
Evil Communications. There is no one but under- 
ſtands what Communications here mean, viz. 
Converſe among Men, Mutual Speech, Inter- 
changeable Diſcourſe, and ſo far, neceſſary and 
Good, of Uſe and Benefit; for wherefore is 
Speech given to Mankind but in relation to Soci- 
ety ? wherefore, but for mutual Communication 
of their Thoughts, Deſires, and Purpoſes, one to 
another, for the uſe of common Life? But then 
the Thing good and commendable in it ſelf, is 
ſpoil'd by this Adjun& Evil, Evil Communications ! 
Why, Then we are to conſider next, how 
Communications become Evil, or after what 
ways they are to be reputed fo. Now Commu- 
nication or Speech being nothing elſe but the 
Image of our Thoughts, or a Repreſentation of 
the Senſe, or Notices of our Minds, muſt needs 
receive its Denomination from the Quality of ſuch 
Notices, as the Mind puts forth into Words, If 
the Notices be right and fit; or anſwer that Order 


of Things, that God has appointed Man's Un- 


derſtanding for the apprehending of ; why,ſo far as 
the Words carry an Emblem of theſe, and * 
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thus ſignificant for Interpretation to others We 
converſe with, is a good Communication. Bue 


on the other Hand, if our Conceptions or No- 
tions of things be wrong, or not adequate as they 


ſhould be, to the Light either of Nature or Re- 
velation, which is fer up for a Rule of Truth, 
and we give a Cloathing to ſuch wrong Concep- 
tions, and put them forth into Words for others 
partaking of them; ſo far is this an Evil Commu- 
rioation. nt | 
So then, I ſhall conſider this Communication, 


as it may be differenc'd by the Relation it bears, 


either to Speculation, or to Choice of Action; 
either as it is a Word influencing what we opine, 
think and believe, and ſo affects our Judgment 
with reſpe& to Religious Principles, or as it is 2 
Word otherwiſe affecting Moral Practices. 
Now then, if there be a Rule hx'd, and eſta- 
bliſyd, and allow'd of, as well in Reaſon as Re- 


_ velation, for what concerns our Actions, and the 
ſquaring of them thereto, fo is there furely as 


much Reafon that à Rule be ſet for the direction 
of the Underſtanding alfo, as to what concerns 
the meaſure of Truth it ovght to know and keep 
to: 1 fay, this latter is as reaſonable as the for- 
mer, unleſs we think it indifferent what we opine 
and believe; and if fo, then indeed Truth it ſelf 
becomes indifferent ; and it were all one, to put 
Darkneſs for Light, or Light, for Darkneſs, ſup- 
poſing Men of Choice would have it fo. © 
But pray let us bethink our ſelves, let us recur 


a little to our own Breaſts for Advice in this mat- 
ter; let us make the Experiment in a few familiar 
Inſtances. Is there any one in his Wits, that will 


not on readily that the Whole is bigger than its 
Part? And is not this a Truth, whether the Man 
win or no, antecedent to his Invention ? Can he 

e 3 make 
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make it otherwiſe ? Or, if he goes about to per- 
vert this Doctrine, and teach, that a Part is equal 
to the Whole, Is this acting congruouſly either to 
Senſe or Reaſon? Is not ſuch a one to blame then 
for his Abſurdity? 1 5 
Again, with reſpect to Morality, [to do as we 
would be done by] Is not this a leading Truth? 
A Principle receiv'd, not of our own making 
therefore, but ſet up as a Standard for us to take 
Aim by in our Moral Judgment of Things ? For. 
any. one to gainſay this, or to teach the contrary, 
is it not unreaſonable ? And ſhould any fo filly be 
found, as to be impos'd upon by ſuch Errors as 
his, were not this an Evil Communication in 
him that ſo impoſes ? * 


Again, with reſpect to the Things of Religion, 
or the Knowledge of God, and of our ſelves. With 
reſpect to him, was it not an allow'd Truth from 
the Beginning, that naturally God was known, or 

1 Fi to ſpeak in the Language of the Apo- 
Rem 1. 20, Cc. ſtle, The Inviſible Things of him were 

: clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the. 

| Things that were made? And did not this Know- 

ledge infer as truly an Obligation to worſhip that 
God ſo made known ? which was the Foundation 


of Natural Religion. 

For Men then, after being thus appriz'd 'of 
ſuch Truth, not to retain it in their Hearts, not 
to keep this Knowledge fix'd and unmoveable ; but 
to change this Truth of God into a Lye, to tranſ- 
fer it unto meer Creatures; thus degrading God 
in their Conceptions firſt, and then proving un- 
thankful, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ; or diſhonouring 
him in his Worſhip after, by giving his Glory to 
Idols: What was this, but an unaccountable Pre- 
varication? Such as for which, the Apoſtle there- 
fore juſtly pronounc'd of the Heathen World, that. 


they were Inexcuſable. Again, 
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Again, To come home to Our ſelves; Suppoſe 
there be found ſuch, as ſhall diſpute Natural Con- 
ſcience; or hold, there is no difference between 
Good and Evil; that it is only Faſhion and Cu- 
ſtom to eſteem one thing better than other, to 
call this Right, and that Wrong: Will any one ſay 
this is regular Thinking? or that ſuch Thoughts 
as theſe are Innocent? And if Maxims be hence 
advanc'd, or Leſſons taken from this School, for 
the Forming a like Scheme of Doctrine in the 
Heads of others; Will any one ſay, This is a 


2 


hte 


o 


Communication other than Evil? ,  -— 

Leaving then the Things of Natural Conſcience 
and' Natural Religion, and Aſcend we' to the 
Things of Reveal'd and Super-Natural Truths. 

And here, if it be aſcertain'd, and upon firm 
Grounds ſufficiently prov'd, that God has made 
known his Will, with reſpect to Man's Faith as 
well as Practice, with reſpe& to the Myſteries lie 
wou'd have him believe, in order to Salvation ; as 
well as the Duties he wou'd have him perform: 
T ſay, if this be made out, beyond any reaſonable 
Contradiction; or there be made, all the Proof of 
it, that the Nature of the Thing will bear: Then 
for a Man not to aſſent to ſuch Truth propos'd, 
or to diverſify it, according to his own humour, 
or to make other Idea's' of it, as he likes himſelf, 
and not what he was at” firſt directed to hold to; 
I'ſay, this is an Error culpable even in Theory; 
not only as there is an Incongruity between the 
Man's Conception, and the Thing or Object con- 
ceiv'd, (for the Object is one Thing, and the 
Man's Conception makes it another,) but becauſe 
there is a Diſobedience alſo, ſome Faultineſs of 
the Will, either of Neglect or Unſteadineſs, or 
ſome Self. ſuggeſtion or other, depraving his Un- 
derſtanding, and turning it out of the way, which 
otherwiſe it ſhou d have fix d in. B Tbat 


6 
That ſo it was from the beginning, the Apoſtle 
gives us an Inſtance in the firſt Deception: The 
Serpent with his Subtilty beguiled Eve, he tells us, 
(2 Cor. TT. 3.) but how was ſhe beguiled? What? 
whether ſhe wou'd or no, ſo as to be without her 
own Fault? Was it not giv'n her in charge by God, 
to abſtain from that one Tree, the Serpent tempted 
her with the Fruit of? And was not this Charge 
guarded with a Minatory Sanction, In the day thou 
eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die? Now in the In- 
tegrity of Nature, ſhe was in, ſhe cou'd not but 
have preſent, in Memory, the Command of God, 
givin her; She cou'd not but have a Readineſs of 
Will, for executing ſuch Command, if ſhe had 
pleas'd ; What was it then, that alter'd the Noti- 
ces of Things in her 2 What was it that eſtrang'd 
her Mind? What indeed, but a voluntary Subſti- 
tution, of 'a Notion of her own, in the place of 
God's Truth? The Apple was fair to look at, 
pleaſant to be deſir'd, and the gloſing Communi- 
cation of the Serpent falling in timely to the Af- 
fe&ion, and withal, warding off the Fear from the 
Sanction; telling her, ſne ſnou'd not die, but her 
Eyes ſhou'd be open, to know as God; made her 
will ing to hope, this might be true, becauſe ſne 
lk'd it; and this, became that Corruption of her 
Mind; this occaſion'd her to change the Truth of 
God, for a Lye: This invited her, to make the 
Experiment ſhe ought not; and this was that cul- 
pable Error in her, that ſhe let her ſelf be perſua- 
ded to Opine otherwiſe than to God-ward, to be 
made wiſe after her own way, upon the Suggeſti- 
ons of the Tempter, and not of Gd. 
And what was the Iſſue of this? Why, ſuch is 
the Force of Deception, that it is not content to 
be alone in Theory, but is miſchievouſly Commu- 
nicative to others; as in the Caſe before us, the Wo- 
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man was no ſooner deceiv'd, but communicated 
Deception to her Husband alſo ; for he hearken'd 
to the Voice of his Wife, as we find Gen. 3. 17. as 
the Wife to the Communication of the Serpent firſt.” 
Thus Error in Theory, begat Error in Communi- 
cation: And the Apoſtle from this Inſtance of the 
Primary Deception, makes Application to his Co- 
7inthian Converts, for their better Caution, that 
they be not beguil'd, as Eve was, by the fair. 
Speeches of falſe Teachers, corrupting their Mind 
from the Simplicity of the Faith. | 
Now the Simplicity that is in Chriſt here, means 
ſuch a Syſtem of Truths, as were purely depoſited 
with Believers, left as a Truſt, for their Special 
Obſervance ; wherein the Chriſtian had nothing 
to do, as from himſelf, either to add to, or ſub- 
ſtrat from: For ſo the Apoſtle tells theſe Corin- 
thians, (1 Cor. 15. 3.) I have deliver'd unto you, that 
Which I alſo receiv'd ; not which I made, not which 
I was Author of, not as if the Doctrine was mine, 
or proceeded Originally from me; no, but what 1 
my ſelf receiv'd, that have I deliver'd to you, for 
your keeping; and wherein ye ſtand, by an Aſſent 
already givin; and by which ye are ſaw'd, if ye 
keep in memory what I have preach'd unto you. SO 
then here is an Original Truth, of Doctrine, uni- 
form, entire, and all of a piece: The Spirit that 
gave it, is at Unity with himſelf; by conſequence 
the Doctrine one and the ſame then, whether de- 
liver'd by Paul or Apollos, Fames or Cephas : For ſo 
we preach'd, ſays St. Paul, i. e. I and other the Apo- 
ſtles, unanimouſly, the ſame Truth; and ſo ye be- 
lied, ver. I 1. i. e. ſo ye believ'd the Truth, as was 
deliver'd by us, being convicted ſufficiently upon 
the Reaſons ſhewn by us, for your ſo receiving it. 
See then the Simplicity of the Goſpel- Truths, 
while we keep in memory, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ver. 2. 
oe 115 1 1 CCC 8 
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what has (been already preach'd unto us, not what 
we preach ourſelves ; not what we are pleas'd to 
make the Doctrine, by Comments of our own ; for 
ſo we make a different Thing from what was deli- 
verd, ſo we vary, and puta different Term of Sal- 
vation, other than Chriſt appointed. For Chriſt, 
| who {aid of himſelf, that he Was the Re- 


— 


7 11. 29. ſurrection, and the Life; ſaid of himſelf 


„ 14 6. Alſo, that he was the Way leading unto 
79% 74-9 that Life; and that he was the Truth, 
bid. declaring it. So then, by his Truth, 
we are av'd ; not by any, as we call, 
Truth of our own : By his Truth declaring. the 
Way; not by a Way choſen of our ſelves: By his 
Word, declaring what we are to believe; not by 
miſtaking his Word, ro make a Belief, as we will 
our ſelves ; which was the Caſe here of ſome a- 
mong the Corinthians, who inſtead of believing 2 
real Reſurrection of the Dead, after the Example 
of Chriſt, who was preach'd to be really Riſen ; 
they expounded this Reality away, into Allegory, 
ſaying the Reſurrection was paſt already: What! 
paſt already, and they on this ſide the Grave! 
What a fanciful Reſurrection is this? Thus the 
Apoſtle's Doctrine from the Similitude of Chriſt's 
real Reſurrection, teaching his Church at Corinth 
a State of Life after this, by a Reſurrection of the 
ſame Bodies and Souls as united here, for their 
partaking of Good or Evil hereafter, according as. 
Men had done Good or Evil in this World, is 
made by this Expoſition ; What ? A no Reſur- 
rection indeed; a Metaphorical Reſurrection, if 
you will; a Reſurrection to Vertue, and Newneſs 
of Life, ſay they here, but no Life after this in 


Another State, and with the ſame Bodies as here ; 


which Expoſition was perfectly eluſive: pf the 
Apoſtles main Scope and. Deſign of a Lite to 
come; which his Reſurre&ipn taught. Hag 
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Had not the Apoſtle then Reaſon to tax theſe 
falſe Teachers, theſe Free Thinkers of what they 
would themſelves, and not as the Apoſtle taught? 
And withal had he not Reaſon to give caution to 
ſuch as held the Truth as he taught it, 
to be aware of all ſuch vain and unruly 1 Hi. 10. 
Talkers, as that they be not deceiv'd by 323 
them? I 1 

Was the Communication then of ſuch Decei- 
vers evil? Yea ſurely, for of ſuch ſays | | 
the Apoſtle, Their Word doth eat as doth 2 Tim. 2. 17, 
a Canker, overthrowing the Faith of 
fome. If the Communication then was Evil, 
ſuch as deſerv'd the Apoſtle's Cenſure here, and 
far which he deliver'd to Satan Two of the Au- 
_ thors of this Doctrine, viz. Hymene= _ 
us and Alexander, that they might learn 1 Tim. 1. 20. 
50 longer, as he ſpeaks,thus, to blaſpheme ; 1 
What ſhall we think of the Theory, or of ſuch 
free Thinking, as Men would themſelves, which 
begot this Communication; Was not that Evil al- 
ſo ? Sure it was. „ 
And why Evil ? Becauſe there was no need of 
diſputing here in a Doctrine receiv d. There was no 
need of giving aLooſe to Imagination;or for Men's 
leaning to their own Underſtanding any farther, 
than to know of the Doctrine whether it were of 
God; any farther, than to know whether it was the 
Divine Spirit that reveal'd it; any farther than to 
know of the Proofs and Miracles witneſſing to 
ſuch Doctrine, that they were ſure and ſtedfaſt, 
plain and manifeſt to the Conviction of thoſe, to 
whom this Word of Truth came fo atteſted : The 
Diſquiſition being fix'd here, the Enquiry termi- 
nating in the Evidence of Proof, there was ng 
room for the deſcanting upon the How, or the 
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for his own Truths, tho' we cannot always com- 
prehend them: God may oblige us to believe 
what he propoſes, tho' we ſhould not preſently 
underſtand the Thing as to the Manner of it. 
Neither indeed is this requiſite ; for fo we ſhould. 
deſtroy the Thing in Queſtion ; ſhould we under- 
ſtand adequately all that God propoſes to us for 
Belief, it would be no longer Faith but Know- 
ledge. No, God wills us to believe him, to ho- 
nour his Veracity by the Truft we give to his 
Word : Faith, or the Things that make the Ob- 
jext of it, is given, is a Doctrine deliver'd ; deli- 
ver'd ! To what end? To be kept to, to be held 
faſt, to be abided in. Men are to cleave to it, 
with the purpoſe of their Mind, or with 
Ad 11.23. Singleneſs of Heart, with unfeigned Obe- 
dience, not with doubtful Diſputa- 
tions. | | : 
Thus Abraham, when call'd of God to go out 
of his own Country, tis ſaid, he went out, not 
1 knowing hit her he went. Tis true, but 
Heb. 11. 8. he was ſure of the Call of God which 
he obey'd, tho' he did not know the Country he 
was call'd to. Again, upon the moſt ſevere Try- 
al, when he was call'd upon to offer up his only 
Son, upon whom the Promiſes, the Object of his 
Faith, were founded; He did not diſpute, as he 
really might, upon Human Suggeſtion ; no, he 
{tumbled not in his Faith, faith the Scripture, but 
obey'd, and truſted God for the Performance ; 
thoꝰ the viſible Means, or Subject of ſuch Promi- 
ſes, might ſeem to him to be taken away by his 
very Obedience. | . 
Theſe Diſputers of Corinth then, were in the 
wrong, when they laid their Heads together, ra- 
ther to cavil at than receive tlie Doctrine of the 
Refurrection; for the Doctrine proy'd it -_ by 
= | | atter 
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Matter of Fact, in the Actual Reſurrection of him, 
who was the Author of this Faith, and of all other 
Verities, which make up the ,Scheme of Chriſti- 


an Religion; which had their Proof, and were 


chiefly bottom'd upon Chriſt's own Reſurrection, 
as 2 Confirmation or an Aſſurance to others, of 
the Truth of all what he had before taught. 
So then, theſe Corinthians ſhould have acquieſc'd 
here, or elſe overthrown the Matter of Fact, diſ- 
proving the Teſtimonies and the Signs wrought 
by the Holy Ghoſt in Atteſtation of Him, whom 
the Apoſtle affirm'd to be riſen from the Dead; 
and that as a Proof of a general Reſurrection, 
3 1 the ſimilitude here of Chriſt's Reſurrection 
rſt. =. N 
Is fay, this the Diſputers ſhould have done, over- 
thrown the Fact upon which the Doctrine was 
built, before they had brought their Cavils, and 
Expoſitions to the Doctrine it ſelf. Theſe latter 
only ſerv'd to the producing of Evil Communi- 
cations, which the Apoſtle here gives Caution 
' againſt in my Text. 1 
And of ſuch Communications as theſe, begot 
firſt by a bad Theory, by perverſe Diſputings, it 
is, that the Apoſtle pronounces of their Effect, 
They corrupt good Manners : Which was the Second 
Thing I obſerv'd: . | 
II. Now good Manners here [ 59] if we 
look upon the Context, rather primarily denote 
good Diſpoſitions, or Natures credulous, and ea- 
oF ſeducible by Error ; and this is the Senſe of 
Tbeophyl. upon the Place; howbeit, in a Secon- 
dary and conſequential Conſtruction, they may 
very fitly ſeem to take in Moral Practices alſo; be- 
cauſe theſe latter are naturally influenc'd by what 
we opine and think, or according to the Maxims 
and Principles that Men ſet to themſelves, irons | 
„ i the 
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the Judgment they have already made. For Ex- 
ample; in the Verſes preceding my Text, tho 
the Diſcourſe was about Intellectual Error, or 
falſe Tenets of ſome Dogmatizing Chriſtians con- 
cerning that Article of Faith, touching the Reſur- 
rect ion from the Dead; yet, as the Apoſtle ſhews us 
by an eaſy Inference, a Leſſon of Immorality 
might be thence taken; for upon ſuppoſal of no 
Reſurrection, or of Life to come, which was the 
Tenet of Doctrine here, or Principle put; What 
aAdvantageth it me, may any one ſay with the 
Apoſtle, How I live here? Let us Eat and Drink, 
for to Morrow we die, v. 42. 85 
But be not deceiv'd : Not only outward unſa- 
vory Diſcourſe; not only the Lewd Talk or Con- 
verſe of profeſs d Debauchees, viſibly corrupt the 
Manners of thoſe that keep them Company, 
(for with the Unclean thou ſhall be Unclean, and with 
the Wicked thou ſhalt learn Wickedneſs)' : But even 
other good Natures, Men otherwiſe of Probity, 
Well- meaning, and Harmleſs Diſpoſſtions, may 
be alſo liable to the Corruption of that other 
Communication of Principle: Curioſity, and an 
Itch after Novelty, may lead a Man aſtray from 
Truth, may bring him to a Depravity of Under- 
ſtanding, may eſtrange his Mind from that Sober“ 
neſs of Thought, that Regularity of Judgment, 
that Senſe of God and Religion, as may in the 
end terminate in the moſt profligate Libertiniſm 
11 e do 
The Apoſtle's Inference from theſe Speculations 
at Corinth, was very natural, you ſee; and ſo it will 
be always a Leſſon of Remark to us, how eafy 
a Tranſit there is from like Theories to like Pra- 
Rice; If we would avoid the evil of the latter 
then; ſo ſhould it be our care to keep ſtraight the 
7 | | For 
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For if Error and Misbelief, after the Truth de- 
liver'd, be a Fault, as I have ſhewn you it is, then 
the Danger of imbibing ill Principles from Irreli- 
gious or Heretical Diſcourſe, is equally to bg 
avoided with Corruption of Manners. 

Ay, but how ſhall we avoid this Danger of 
Error ? How? By giving heed to the Truth you 
have already receiv'd, as being aſſur d of whom 
you have learnt it. This was what St. © 
Paul advis'd Timothy. There is no need 2 Tim. 3. 14. 
of curioſity after the Faith, or of Inquiſiti- Preſer. e. 8, 


7 


on after the Goſpel, ſays Tertullian truly. 
Bal ha ve 45 — 28 ſays our 54. n [Pe 
viour. And theſe things have I told you, that when the 
time cometh of Tryal, ye may remember 

that I told you of them. By Faith it is Tohn 16. 4. 
we ſtand,and that Faith is in the Word g 
of God and not of Men. The Form 2 Tim. 1. 13. 
of ſound Words, which thou haſt heard ff 5 
me, ſays St. Paul to Timothy, hold faſt. And what 
was the Subſtance of thoſe Words? What did they 
conſiſt in? Why, in Faith and Love which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; or in the Belief of that Doctrine 
and 'Teſtimony, which came by Chriſt only, to- 
gether with a ſuitable Holineſs, anſwering it in 
our Lives. Again, That good Thing which was 
committed to - thee, keep by the Holy Ghoſt ; or, ac- 
cording to the Tenor of the Holy Ghoſt's Teach- 
ing; for you need not that any _ * 
Man teach you after ſuch an Unction, 1 Jobs 2. 27, 
only keep what you have in Command RT; | 
without ſpot unrebukeable, as the Apo- 1 Tim. 6. 14. 
_ file ſpeaks. . That Preſervation then = 
which the Apoſtle preſcribes to Timothy is alike. 
available to us. O Timothy, ſays he, keep that which 
is committed to thy Truſt : And how keep it? He 
adds, avoiding profane and vain Babblings, and Op- 
| | C politions 
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poſitions of Science falſly, fo call'd. And why. 


ſo? Becauſe of the danger of Experiment, which 
ſome profefling, he tells him, have 
1 Tim.6.29,21- err d concerning the Faith. So then, if we 

Would avoid Error and IIl Principles, 


we are to avoid the Men of ſuch Evil Communi- 


cations; for there is a Leproſy of the Mind as 
well as of the Body, and they are bothalike catch- 
ing; there is a Leven of Doctrine, as 
well as a Leven of Hypocriſy; and: 


the one is as puffing up as the other, they both 


| ſwell and edify alike to Deſtruction. 


And if it is but too often ſeen, how this latter, 
I mean Lewd and Debanch'd Converſation, affect 
us, how Men imitate Example much, and are bet- 
ter or worſe for the Company they keep: So fares 
it. likewiſe with the Influence there is upon the 
Judgments of Men, from Diſcourfes and Opini- 
ons they are familiariz d to; theſe Latter paſs up- 
on the Underſtanding inſenſibly, and Uſe and Cu- 
ſtom carry us ſtrangely to a liking of what at firſt 
it may be, we made light account of. 
CQiuſtom of often hearing, wears off that ſtrange- 
neſs, and deformity of Notions, we had at firſt, an 


abhorrence of; and at length, the Temper and 
Frame of our Minds, being ſhap'd, fitted, and diſ- 
pos d to the Sentiments of our New Teachers, of a 


ſudden we begin to think, they have now a great 
deal of Reaſon for what they ſay, and wonder at 
our ſelves, that we ſhou'd have been all this while 
ſo Ignorant ; of ſo great Prevalence is the Cuſtom 


of Converſation. Add to this, 


Secondly, Another Thing preparing us for ſuch 


change of Principle, which is the liking, and ha- 


ving 2 favourable and kind Opinion of the Men 
we converſe with: Of how great Influence this 


is, we may learn from the Church of Corinth * 
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Tam of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas.] 
Now had-any of theſe been Heterodox, or divi- 
ded in their Opinions touching the Faith, how ea- 
ſily had they drawn their Multitudes after them, to 
'a new Scheme and Face of Truths of their own 
deviſing? So great an Anticipation does this ha- 
ving of Mens Perſons in admiration, lay upon the 
Judgments of their Diſciples. 


* * 


But Tbirdly, There is another thing very mate- 
rial, and the moſt prevalent Temptation againſt 
Truth that can be; and that is, if ſo be, the Do- 
ctrine, beſides its Novelty, have ſomething gratify- 
ing in it; if it removes any Lion or Bear out of 
the Way that before affcighted us, if it be agree- 
able to ſome Affection, ſome kind Inclination of 
ours, that we need not be abridged of as before, 
but indulge it to cur Content, and that juſtifiable 
too, upon better Reaſons and Arguments, as we 
ſuppoſe, than we had from the abſtaining from it 
before : This has half done our work already ; for 
it mult needs be an excellent Doctrine which gives 
Liberty with what it teaches; for what we like, 
or could wiſh to be true, goes a great way to make 
it ſo in our Eſteem and Opinion. | | 
This Expedient it was,and ſuch a ſort of pleaſing 
Knowledge, beyond whar the ſimpler Chriſtian 
knew, that recommended the firſt Hereſies, to the 
good liking firſt, and then to the Judgment of un- 
ſtable Chriſtians in the Primitive Church. Chri- 
ſtianity was then under the Croſs, for it was ſown 
in Affliction; both Few and Gentile were a Terror 
to it; Sufferings from all ſides were its Lot, which 
became ſomewhat grievous to not a few, of the 
moſt wavering of them; and ſo out comes an Ex- 
pedient for the better avoiding of Perſecution, and 
that was by reconciling Chriſtian Profeſſion to 
Fudaiſin on one hand, and to Paganiſm on the 
Much e 66é!!!! 
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other. A notable Expedient this! None but the 
Fat her of Lies could have this Cunning, as at firſt 
to deceive by a ſpeciouſneſs of Knowledge, fo now 
by a refin'd Subtilty to make Chriſt and Belial 
Friends. 
And now how did this fam'd Knowledge obtain? 
How quickly did it work in the Children of Diſ- 
_ obedience ? Nay, for the Notoriety of Infection 
from Example, was it not preſently ſeen in the 
ſimpler Chriſtians, how they were led away by 
the Men of this Reputation into ſuch dangerous 
Gal. 1. 6, Errors, as to be tranſlated into another 
So ſpel, than ever St. Paul taught them? 
For theſe ſort of Maſters, by the Light of their 
new Tenets, and little help in Philoſophy, found 
out the Secret of a few Modalities, or ſo, that 
differenc'd the Chriſtian from the Few or Heathen ; 
and a Man that had a good liking ro Moſes's Law, 
might hold that, and be a good Chriſtian too; 
and on the other Hand, ſo be it he kept the 
Faith in his Heart, he might have the liberty of. 
facrificing to Idols, and be never the worſe. 
Now ſurely theſe Doctrines cannot but carry a 
great Advantage along with them, where they 
meet with ſuitable Diſpoſitions that could like of 
them and wiſh them true : For ſo the Few for Ex- 1 
| ample would like Chriſtianity much better if he 
might be {till a Friend to Moſes, and be ſubject to 
the Ordinances of, Touch not, taſte not, handle not. 
The Pagan likewiſe has a great inducement 
to Chriſtianity, if it may be upon his own 
Terms too, of enjoying his Liberty, and think- 
ing Fornication no Sin. 4 | 4 
Theſe are prevailing Arguments, that have 
leave to carry Fleſh and Blood along with them; 
and indeed the Force of them is ſeen in all Reli- 
g10ns. (For theſe wretched Chriſtians did but 
TE, ; F py 
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Copy after the Pagan Faſhion. ) Suck Doctrine a 
this it was made more Votaries to Bacchus and Ven, 
in the Pagan Religion, than to any of their ſe- 
verer Deities beſides. And Mahomet was much in 
the right of it, I mean as to his Deſign to build 
his Church upon the Rewards of ſuch a Reſur- 
rection, as he knew would be very grateful to the 
luſtful Tempers of thoſe Vagabonds he led to Plun- 
der and Diſcipleſhip at once. 

And I don't doubt, but Mr. Hobbs 8 Leviath 36. 
expounding away Hell Torments, ſo 
eaſily as he did, making them any thing or no- 
thing: And his defining Religion, To „ . 6. 
be Tales publickly allow'd, only accord- 
ing to the Faſhion of Government, did more con- 
tribute to the gaining him Proſelytes from the 
young unthinking debauch'd Gentlemen of this 
Nation, than all his vaunted Demonſtrations 
could upon wiſer Men. 

But be not deceiv'd, as if the Doctrines and 


Diſcipline of che Church of Chriſt, were to have 


no other Certainty than the Humours and Eiking 
of Men. Such Communications as theſe may cor- 
rupt thoſe that are willing to be deceived; but 
God is not mock'd for all that: His „ 
Foundation of Truth ſtandeth ſure: And 2 Tm. 2. 1 9. 
he knoweth who are his, howbeit the 
Pride and Wantonneſs of ſome Underſtandings 
may ſet their Reaſon above their Faith. | 
But what ſays St. John, the Beloved Diſciple of 
Chrift, and 8 who liv'd to ſee the Purity of his 
Maſter's Truth, invaded by Novel Dogmarizers 2 
Theſe are written (meaning his Goſpel) J. a6. 3 . 
that ye might believe that Feſus is the 
Chriſt, the Fon of God, and that believing ye might have 
Life through his Name. Theſe are written that ye 
ſhould Pefieve. not that ye ſhould diſpute upon, 
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not that ye ſhou'd Query upon the How, or the 
Wherefore of the Doctrine, as you wou'd under- 
ſtand it; but that ye ſhou d believe the Divine Te- 
ſtimony, ſuppoſing it once confirmd. 
God may ſufficiently reveal himſelf for the Sal- 
vation of our Souls, if we will believe; tho' not to 
the Satisfaction of all our Doubts, if we 
2 Send. will diſpute; was the Say ing of a great 
erm. 9. : 8 | Tongs 
ad Am and very knowing Divine. Whether then 
Is moſtreaſonable, that we hearken unto 
Jer. 3. 22. God'ſpeaking to us, Obey my voice; and 
> *”- * ſubmit our Reaſon to the Rule his Word 
ſets us; or that we ſhou'd give that deference to 


à meer Man, and to date his beginning, no longer 
than from his Birth of the Virgin; and yet for all 
this, he gives him Worſhip and Adoration, and 
* » thinks it his Duty ſo to do: Now, how 
Matt. 4. 10. js this conſiſtent with the Precept; 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
thou ſerve? How can he reconcile the giving of 
that Honour which is due to God only, to his 
Creature? What is this Worſhip then, upon ſuch 
their Scheme, other than down-right Idolatry 2! , 
Again, for the Arian, tho' he does not, with the 
Socinian, make our Saviour's Being.commence from 
His Birth at Bethlebem, but gives him a Pre-ext» 
ſtence, even before the World; yet does he ſtill 
ay of him, that there was a time, when, he. was 
5 | | not; 
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not; 55 Land if fo, *this muſt make him a inline; | 
| howbeit they are willing to ſtyle him the moſt 
Excellent of Creatures: yet, if {till a Creature, 
how is he capable of Divine Worſhip and Adora- 
tion? Which they do not deny him, any more 
than the other? 
If they ſay, che Scripture is plain and expreſs 
for commanding it, , why then do they not obey 
the ſame Scripture; which calls Chriſt 
God over all, Bleſſed for ever Why do Row. 9. 2 85 
they not fairly take that Scripture, I 
the Beginning \was the Word —— Fall things 7.141155 3: 
were made by bim, and without him u 
not any thing made, that was made? How is he 2 
Creature then? All things were made by him, tis 
ſaid; if ſo, then was there not any Creature, that 
was Hot ſo made by him: how then a Creature 
himſelf, when, without him, was not any . 
made, 1. e. any Creature] that was made? 

Again, How is it, when chey read that Scripture 
of,” Let all the Angels of God 5905p him, ' 1. 1. 6. 
that they do not. conceive, here theRea- | 
{bn' of this Command, is, that he is a true Object 
of Worſnhip? and if a true Object of Worſhip, 
why, then very God: becauſe it is plainly written 
again, That God giveth not his Honour to ano- 
ther. 5 

Such Theories as theſe, and their Commit 
tions thence enſuing, quite overturn the Doctrine 
of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, and introduce a dif- 
ferent Worſhip from what God appointed : And 
if Men will allow themſelves in theſe Speculations, 
and ſet their Reaſon a Boundary to Scripture, why 
then, farewel to the Auchority of Scripture, as 2 
Rule; farewel to all Worſhip, as appointed of God: 
farewel to a Belief of Religion, as God wills us, 
when we ſet up our own Reaſon, in the ſtead of 
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Revelation ; or, which is the ſame thing, make the 
Senſe of Revelation to be what we will our ſelves, 
tr fear ofotherwiſe believing Myſteries; 
17m. 3. 16. But for all that, Great is the Myſtery of 
Siollineſs, ſays St. Paul; God was manifeſt 
A. in the Fleſh ; ot the Word was made Fleſh, | 
Habs 5 as St. John has it; or he was the Emanuel, 4 
ddr God with 5: i. e. be came down from | 
| Heaw'n for us Men, and our Salvation, and was Incat= | 
nate by the Holy Ghoſt of the Virgin Mary, and was | 
made Man, as ſpeaks the Nicene Creed; without 
which, according to the Form of Doctrine deli- 
Redd. 6.17 ver'd to us, or hereto we were deliver'd, 
there cou'd have been no Work of Re- 
demption wrought for us, no Remiſſion of Sins, no 
Reconciliation, no Purchaſe of the Holy Ghoſt; 
becauſe theſe are Conſequents of the Ranſom paid 
by Chriſt's Death ; and for this end came 
1 Tim. 1.5. he into the World, that by his death he might 
ſave Sinners. ä | 
Thus ſpeaks the Goſpel ; and if refractory Self- 
will'd Spirits, not conſenting to ſuch Evangelical 
found Words, will deviſe Notions of their own, 
and utter em to the contrary ; this is that Evil 
Communication after a more eſpecial manner, in my 
Text, which the Preface cautions us againſt, Be 
not deceiu'd, . | 
Ws. 3 God grant then to us, as our Church 
after Trin. prays, in one of her Collects, the Spi- 
rit to think, as well as to do always ſuch 
things as be rightful : The one we ought to pray for 
as leading to the other; neither of em apart is ſuf- 
ficient, or can truly be; but both conjoint, make 
Aup the Truth as it is in Jeſus, or that Truth 
TH.1.T which, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, is after God- 
lineſs, 
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